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Local students show
1t's easy to be green

By Diane Carlton
T Mosath foal

MIDDLEIOWN — A
group of students from Marer
Dei High 5chool, located in the
New Monmouth section of the
township, have started an
prganization to help the envi-
ronment, as

well as Bimilies ‘ ‘ — ahout

inneed Called
HelpLightN],
founders John
Caddock and
Matthew
Erckon. both
16, hope 1o help
others, help the
epvitonment
and help the
economy — one light bulb ar a
tme

I wing attended separare
elementary schools, the o
juniors became fast friends in
their freshman year Caddock,
trom Adanne Highlands, and
Biickson, tom Middieiovn,
have 2 common goil in siving
back v the community, vet
each possesses a diflerent per-

spective on the distibution of

energy efficent lighe bulbs o
needy families and senior citi-

vens thar they bepan 1n
November 2007
Promoting both social justice
and environmental avareness
Erickson said, "It’s a great way
to show other kids that they can
tackle big issues if they believe
init”
Caddock said, “People dont
know the facts
energy
efficiency and

It gets Stﬂggerfﬂg’ global warming
what you can do,
when you reach a

lot of people.
— Matthew Erickson bulbs, the stu-

— you have 10
educate them ™

Distriburting
compact fluo
rescent . light

dents stare that

the bulbs can
use 75 percent less enerpy than
ineancesceny bulbs, lact 10
times longer, and oive off the
same amount of light,

The programs initally rased
money to purchase the lght
bulbs themselves, but i April,
Caddock and Erickion wrote a
grant for the New Jersey Clean
Energy Progam and  were
approved for 60,000 bulbs man-
ufactured by Faichield based

l8 . 1
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Mart Enickson, 16, of Middletown, helps distribute ight bulbs

provided by New Jersey Clean Energy through a program he
co-founded called Helpl ightN] at one of the Keansburg
Housing Authority buildings
Dhoro by Diane Calion
T Mosnih ol
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company Max Lite. The stu-
dents, with help from approxi-
mately 20 of their Mater Dei
friends, have been working
diligently to distribute the
bulbs to housing authorities
and senior centers throughout
the state. Their deadline is 10
distribute all 60,000 by this
Dec 31

The most daunting task,
according to the boys, 1s the
packaging process, which was
written in the grant applica-
tion, as packaging two, 23-
watt bulbs and four, 15-warnt
bulbs in a plastic bag affixed
with a Clean Eneroy Program
sticker. Recentdy, volunteers
spent six hours assembling
1,000 packages in the Fairfield

offices of Max Lite.

According to Caddock and
Erickson, each bag, valued at
$30 retail, will last four to six
years and save the recipient
$400 off their electric bill over
the course of the bulbs dura-
tion.

Distributing the 1,000 pack-
aged bags to the East Orange
Housing  Authority  last
month, the boys estimate the
£30,000 donation will cave res
idents nearly one half million
dollars on future electric bills.

"It gets staggering, what you
can do, said Frickeon, ‘when
you reach a lot of people.”

Molly Morow, 16, of
Hlazler s fellow student
is one of the groups core vol

unteers helping to package and
distribute the bulbs. She
believes the distribution
process can be so much more
than just delivering bulbs.
Visiting the senior center of
8t Ann: in Keanshuro on
Sept. 2, she deseribed an elder-
ly woman, confined o0 a
wheelchair, who hugped her.
Morrow said, “Its important
because youre helping people
who need it; just showing up
and being there, knowing peo-
ple care, makes them happy

In helping to fight against
global warming and teaching
the values of energy conserva-
tion while helping the less for-
riinate, the studente i 1o cre
ate, by and large, a better earth,

Uldmately hoping to inspire
other teens to take aciion
Erickson said, "We wamt 1o
expand the program and get as
many schools involved as we
can.’

1o find out more abour
HelpLightN], visit them on
the web at
www helplightnj.com.




